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Educational Activity Research Center is a
department that expands the educational ideas and
activities of Jnana Prabodhini. Through various
projects. The work of imparting Jnana Prabodhini's
educational philosophy to different groups of
students is conducted continuously. This outreach
encompasses slums and different schools in Pune
city, schools in rural areas, ashram schools for tribal
children, urban and rural schools in different states of
India.

The project 'Chhote Scientists' aimed to
reach one lakh students. We are proud to say that the
department has succeeded in reaching out to 90,000
students. Science competition was held for the first
time for pre-secondary sections while problem
solving competition was held at 7 places.
Educational materials like teacher's handbooks,
student's workbooks in Marathi as well as English
and Hindilanguages ®ere prepared.

While launching the second phase of the
'Vikas Mitra' project, a precise framework was laid
down with the core topics of science skills, study
skills, personality development and national
consciousness. Through the 'Anubhav Shala' and
'Pradnya Vikas' projects, along with conducting the
sessions for the children in the slums, conscious
efforts were made to record the progress of each
student. Members of a few other organizations
involved in educational work in the slums
deliberately visited our sessions to seek guidance.

The 'Gyan Setu' project has reached a
milestone of a decade now. College students
participated with enthusiasm in the tours to other
states. 'Ganit Prabhutva' exam was held on the
request of 'Pune District Mathematics  Teachers
Association'. It was a golden opportunity to interact
with the mathematics teachers of more than forty
(40) schools. The 'Self Study Skills Development'

sessions have been newly designed this year for the
students of class 10th. Also, many workshops on '3D
Models Making' were organized.

Students from various states of India
participated in online sessions in the project 'Prerna
Setu' using the benefits of technology.

With diverse projects work, we got the
opportunity to work in collaboration with many
organizations. As narrated by Steve Jobs - “Great
things are never done by one person; but done by a
team.”, 'Shikshandoot - Vidnyandoot'in every project
strive to shape students - through their endless
efforts. | would like to thank all of them for their
commitment!

Companies and institutions like KPIT
Technologies, Bharat Forge, Excel Industries (by
Vivekananda Training and Research Institute),
Bloom Combustion India Pvt. Ltd, Intox Ltd., S.P.
Group (AFCONS Ltd.), Dabke Trust and some
individual donors have supported substantially in
finances. This has strengthened and stabilized our
work. We thank them all.

In the coming year i.e. academic year 2024-
25, all the above projects are to be expanded
statistically and geographically. Along with this, we
are starting a new project called 'LearnEng', which
provides English language training to children in
rural areas, particularly in Velhe and Panshet area.
As mentioned in the 10-year Bhavitavya Lekh-
Concept Building, Teaching, Personality
Development, Leadership Skills development,
Intelligence Nurturing, National Integration are the
core subjects of Jnana Prabodhini's education
philosophy. We envision the majority of students
should be benefitted. | humbly request for your
substantial contribution and support for all this.

Amar Paranjpe
Deputy Head of Department
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Yours Sincerely,
Omkar Banait, Prakash Rananavare, Poorva Dhokte,
Rutuja Deshmukh, Shubhankar Kelkar
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1. Chhote Scientists
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The sessions with hands on approach for school
students to inculcate interest in science in a simple way
using readily available materials through scientific toys

and activities.
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This project has been running in
collaboration with KPIT for the past thirteen years
with the aim of developing scientific attitude among
school students, inculcating the interest of science
and conveying science concepts to children through
simple activities. Review of 2023-2024 are as
follows.

Project Expansion — A total of 4 models are being
considered this year. The project was implemented
for pre-secondary and secondary students in
Maharashtra and other states. We have reached a
total of 91,149 students in 6 states viz. Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Jharkhand, Assam, Rajasthan and
Nagaland.

> Maharashtra - 11 districts

Rural Areas -Yavatmal, Ratnagiri, Raigad,
Dharashiv, Kolhapur, Satara, Jalna, Pune
Urban Areas -Satara, Pune, Jalna, Kolhapur,
Sangli, Thane, Solapur, Raigad, Dharashiv

» Institutional collaberation in Maharashtra
Maharshi Karve Shikshan Sanstha, Rayat
Shikshan Sanstha, Natural Education for
Ecology Development (NEED) Yavatmal,
Chhatrapati Shikshan Sanstha Kalyan, Guhaga
Panchayat Samiti, Vivekananda Research
Training Institute Roha (VRTI)

» Municipality Cities

Sangli Municipal Corporation, Jaysingpur
Municipality, Kolhapur Municipal Corporation,
Pune Municipal Corporation, Pimpri-
Chinchwad Municipal Corporation

A review of geographical expansion by 'Chhote Scientists' in 2023-24

» ScienceTeachers Association
Chiplun Taluka Science Teachers Board,
Guhagar Taluka Science Teachers Board

» Colleges

Ganapatrao Parsekar College of Education Goa,
Adarsh B. Ed. College Pune, J. E. S. College
Jalna, Shikshanganga Foundation (NGO)

> Other states- 6 states, 5 Institutes
Meghalaya - S.K. Riwar Mihangi Education
Society

Arunachal Pradesh - Vidya Bharati Akhi
Bharatiya Shiksha Sansthan

Rajasthan - Vananchal Shiksha Samiti Udaipur,
Rajasthan

Tamil Nadu (Chennai) - Dayanand Anglo-Vedic
School (DAV)

Karnataka (Bengaluru) - Youth for Seva (YFS)
Telangana (Hyderabad) - Youth for Seva (YFS)

> Overseas-SA, Thailand
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Project Stucture - Expanded through 4 models is as follows -

Model No. No. of Schools No. of Students
Model 1 - Through Teachers 380 41604
Model 2 - Through Facilitatos (Vidyan Doot) 233 23397
Model 3 - Through Volunteers 41 6071
Other State (Model 1 + Model 2 + Model 3) 217 18177
Model 4 : Online (Google Classroom) NA 272
Other Activities (Science Camp + DIET Workshop) NA 1628
Total 871 91149

Content and Educational Material Development:

The details of content and educational
material for secondary and pre-secondary section
developed this year are as follows-

» Forsecondary section

105 experiments on 12 concepts based on
Physics, Chemistry and Biology are included in the
educational material. Worksheets on each concept
have been prepared for students, making it easy for
them to keep records of the sessions. Along with this,
concept based monthly trainings were organized for
trainers. After the training workshops, videos of all
activities were made available on YouTube. The
training included conducting activity, preparing
material kits for schools, and preparing the notes.

» ForPre-Secondary section

Considering the skills needed to learn
science effectively, content of level 1 and 2 out of
three levels of skill development for the pre-
secondary group were worked upon. A total of six
skills were considered in two sessions of the year. It
included six skills namely Observation skills,
Questioning skills, Measurement skills,
Classification skills, Experimental design. In the first
session, the content creation was followed by
teachers' training. After that the sessions for
students were planned.

» Teacher' Trainings

Science teachers from Jaysinghpur, Pune,
Yavatmal, Sangli, Kalyan, Kolhapur, Guhagar,
Chiplun were trained. Also, teachers from the states
of Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Telangana, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Rajasthan were
included in the training. In these sessions, training
was designed through experiments and toys with
'learning while doing' approach on the concepts of

pressure, sound, chemistry, biology, observation
skills, questioning skills, field study and
measurements.

» Workshop conducted in collaboration with
Ratnagiri DIET

Educational tours for students were
organized in association with Ratnagiri District
Educational Training Institute and Science Center,
Goa during 10th to 17th January 2024. Science
exhibitions were held here in four bits (a unit at rural
level). Science exhibition by Goa Science Centre,
science experiments by Chhote Scientists and
science film screening were the highlights of this
tour. Chhote Scientists taught different science
concepts to the students in a creative way and
science films were also shown and discussed with
the students to channelize curiosity among the
students.

» Science Camp

This year science camps were conducted in
Pune municipal schools and other schools in Pune
area. A total of 4 science camps were
conducted.1628 students participated from all the
camps. Concept studies, experiments, field visits,
exposure with space, Dhadpad labs, laboratory
exposure sessions were planned in these camps.

» Problem Solving Competition

Every year on the occasion of Scince Day, a
problem-solving competition named - "V-Solve" is
organized under Chhote Scientists project. Students
get a platform to put their innovative ideas into action
by challenging them to solve the problems of daily life
and society. This year, 320 studets from 80 schools
participated in this competition from 7centers.

Educational Activity Research Centre Annual Report 2023-24 / 05




» Science Competition

This year for the first time Science
Competition for Pre Secondary Group was
organized on 10 March 2024 at Abdul Lat in Shirol

Taluka of Kolhapur District. In the comptition, groups
of children were asked to solve some problems and
questions in science. They used their science

» Problem Solving Competition 23-24

No. Center Date No. of Schools|No. of Students
1. | Maharshi Karve Stree Shikshan Sanstha 01/02/2024 10 40

2. Solapur, Salumbre 09/02/2024 10+13 92

3. | Jnana Prabodhini Pune, Harali 10/02/2024 10+12 88

4. | Roha, Karad 23/02/2024 14+16 120

» Problem Solving Competition: A platform to put
innovative ideas into action

Problem Solving Competition 2023-24 was held at
Natabhairav Rlall, Maharshi Karve Stri Shikshan Samstha.
4 students of 'Vidyapith High School' - Rahul Bhapkar,
Chaitanya Magar, Sarthak Gore, Sahil Lohar - participated
in the competition. According to them, they are ordinary
students in the class, with low self-confidence! By thinking
in many ways, taking practical action at different stages of
the competition, they created a solution to the problem, the
'Weighing Machine'. Interestingly, even the organizer group
did notimagine that such a working machine could be made

from the given material.

Chhote Scientists Project - The students
performed the experiments and noted the
observations themselves in this activity. Self-
experiment instilled confidence in the students.
This made the students understand that
science is involved in everyday life.

- Mrs. Shinde Sushma Rajaram
Teacher

Vidyarthi Vikas Vidyalaya,
Mohite Vadagaon, Dist. Sangli
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Teacher's Feedback

Chhote Scientists Project - Students
participated with joy and enthusiasm in the
project. Scientific concepts can be understood
in a very simple and easy way by using the
objects that are easily available around us.
Students were performing different
experiments on their own.

- Mr. Gujar M. G.
Teacher

New English School,
Belanki, Miraj, Dist. Sangli

als als als
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» Vidnyan Doot

Chhote Scientists activity helped to build my
confidence. In this activity, children are taught the
basic concepts of science through activity. While
conducting sessions, it was noticed that the
children were taught by science teachers in the
classroom but they do not understand much. In
Chhote Scientists session, children understand
the concept of science by performing different
activity on their own. Thus, curiosity, questioning
and observation skills are developed in students.
Interest in learning new things is nourished. This
actvity gave me a new identity. | do not hold a B.Ed.
or D.Ed. degree. | have completed my graduation.
I never thought that | could teach children ever. |
was able to do this only because of the Chhote
Scientists. | also got to learn new things along with
children. Thank you!!

- Tejal Navshe,
Vidnyandoot
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Monologues

> We, The Chhote Scientists

My definition of Chhote Scientists is
Chhote means all little kids like me who like to
explore science. We are all junior/Chhote
scientists! Through this activity, the qualities
needed to become a scientist are developed. We
do not understand what teachers are teaching in
school. | understand more of what Tai taught. Tai
gives an opportunity to perform different
experiments. This allows us to think and
observe. So we have started to study science
involved in daily life. Science, a subject that
children do not like, has become our favorite.

Thanks to the Chhote Scientists
initiative!!

- Arya Shelke
9" standard, Param Pujya Pandurang
Shastri Athavale Vidyalay, Dhatav
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| and Sanskriti - both went to Mangaon College to complete the admission process. After the
process was completed, | was going to Khamb School to conduct sessions. Sanskriti asked if she could
come to watch the Chhote Scientist's classes. | took her with me to Khamb School. We reached the
school during short break. As soon as we entered the gate, 5-6 girls, who are studying in the 8" grade,
came and said, "Are you going to teach our class now? If you teach other students then why not us? We
also have Science as a subject!” The girls were very happy. After the break, we went to 8" class.
Everyone was very happy and started with usual padya followed by padya based on science. They
understood the concept of 'pressure' through experiments and it was evident from their faces. Then |
taught the concept of ‘force and motion' to 9" class. They did not know Newton's laws. The session

helped them to understand it better. It was awesome. The response from the students was great."
- From diary of a Vidnyandoot

als als ats
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Scan the QR code to watch
snapshots of glimpses in 2023-24
Chhote Scientists project
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2. Anubhav Shala

A project that seeks to bring children from
urban settlements of Pune city into the
mainstream of primary education. Emphasis is
given on physical, mental, intellectual
development for the overall development of the
students. Many engaging activities are designed

forthe same.
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Anubhav Shala project is running for children
aged 6 to 11 years living in Pune's urban settlements
with financial assistance from Bharat Forge Ltd.
Efforts are made to bring underprivileged children
into the stream of primary main stream education.
Emphasis is placed on physical, mental, intellectual
development for holistic development of students.
Various educational games, crafts, painting, songs,
stories, games, verse recitation etc. are included in

» Syllabus

the project.

Imparting life skills, value education
enhances the cultural aspect of students. Also,
following courses have been designed for the
purpose of increasing interest in education and
school studies among the students, to increase the
participation in various competitions and facilitating
opportunities to showcase their various talents.
Efforts are also made to promote health through
nutritious food.

Study Skills

Arts, Crafts & Physical Development

Life Skills

Basic Study ability

Drama, Music

Crafting small items

Concepts and preparation in Math

Sculpture, Origami

Gardening, Cleaning

Science Experiments Group singing Problem solving

Sahadhyay days and camps Story telling Practical skills - Folding
clothes, Fixing buttons

Project creation Drawing Festivals celebration

Puzzles solving

Al based program

Making garlands, flowers

Exhibition of crafted items

Various games

Hand sewing and knitting

» Sessions

There were sessions of 35 minutes based on
different subjects in the syllabus. The students were
divided into two groups. A group of 1st to 3rd
standard and other roup of 4th to 6th standard
students. 227 sessions were conducted for both the
groups. About 181 students regularly attended
sessions throughout the year.
» Home visits

We did home visits of the students who are
part of Anubhav Shala. We saw about their family
background, occupation of parents, and overall
financial status of the family. Also, we met the

» Center-wise Student Average Attendance Chart

No. Name of the Center Student Count
1. | Community Center - Keshavnagar 42
2. | Gayran Vasti - Keshavnagar 46
3. |Mahatma Phune Vasahat - Hadapsar 33
4. | Jai Bhawani Nagar - Kothrud 30
5. |Kakade Vasti - Kondhwa 30

parents of the students attending the sessions
regularly to inform them about their child's academic
progress and appealed to them to send children to
sessions regularly.
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» Nutritious Diet

Students attending Anubhav Shala are
regularly provided with a nutritious food item to
ensure that they get healthy nutrients. This helped in
maintaining the mindset and consistency of the
students along with the education.
» Health of students

The weight of the students was checked
every three months. Height was also measured
initially. Asha-Tai from the local primary health center
were invted for the checkup of the students.
» Other special activities throughout the year

s DahihandiFestival st Independence Day

¢ Republic Day ¢ Raksha Bandhan
% Ganeshotsav & Savitribai Phule Jayanti
% Bhondla % Children's Day

» Mothers' get-together

A mother-child meeting was held at the
center of Anubhav Shala. Information about the
activities conducted in the classroom was shared in
the parent meeting. Students are taught skills apart
from school curriculum. The parents saw the
products models made by the students and their
handwritten books. The gathering was conducted
with Haldi-Kunku and Tilgul distribution to the
parents and gifting them a book which narrates the
importance of education.
» Summer camp

The summer camp was organized from 11" to
15" April 2024 with the aim of providing innovative
activities for all-round development of students as
well as enabling students to explore new things.
Teachers from the famous Bal Bhavan Institute of
Pune conducted various sessions in the camp. On
the last day of the camp, a field trip to Rajiv Gandhi
Zoo, Katraj was arranged for students from all the
five centers.
» Changes in the students of Anubhav Shala

Students attend regular classes. They have
byhearted Manache Shlok, Pasaydan, Ganapati
Stotra, Aai Mazi Guru, Shubhankaroti as well as
math tables. Students passed the school annual
exam with good marks. Also, the parents have given
feedback about good academic progress of
children. The student's basic ability in language and
mathematics subjects is developed according to
their grades.

als als als
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Students at Gayraan Vasti Kendra in
the Anubhav Shala. A project of creation of art
piece using coconut husks collected from
house. It was satisfying to see the fantastic
ideas being executed by the children.

k Congratulation =&

Samrudhi Jadhav, a student of 2™
standard, at the center of Anubhav Shala
project 'Mahatma Phule Vasahat, Hadapsar',
has passed the Manthan exam held recently.

Monologue

Anubhav Shala - a pleasant journey!

The spirit of the project is hidden in the
name of the initiative Anubhav Shala. Learning
through experience is the hallmark of this
project. | have been participating in this activity
for the past 8 years. | am very happy about this
because through this project | have also
developed holistically along with the children.

In this project, we teach children the
right culture, give them the appropriate
guidance and try to make them adroit citizens of
the country. Along with this, festivals are
celebrated throughout the year. Children stay
healthy as we provide them nutritious food. By
organizing summer camp at the end of the year,
an important task of physical, intellectual and
mental empowerment of children is achieved.

It is a great pleasure to reach out to the
students-parents through the project of
Anubhav Shala and to provide them with many
educational facilities. | wish to get an
opportunity to work on this project in the future
aswell. Thank you!

- Mrs. Niranjana Mule

M.A., B.Ed., DSM

Anubhav Shala, Hadapsar Centre,
Teacher Financial Support- Bharat Forge
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3. Pradnya Vikas, Pune
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To identify high ability students
between the ages 12 and 16 from the urban
settlements of Pune City and identify and
nurture intelligence amongst them.
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Pradnya Vikas program started in 2014-15
with financial assistance from Bharat Forge Ltd. The
program has completed 10 years in 2023-24. Prajna
Vikas started with 3 centers and expanded to 2 more
since last year. Currently total 5 centers are run by
the program. 200 students from the various
settlements have completed their college and higher
education with the help of this program. They have
also achieved great success in various fields.
> Nature

The survey in the urban area is carried out initially.
Locals from the urban area are contacted. A place to
conduct the sessions is identified and selected
through these meetings. Followed by this, a survey is
conducted by visiting the nearby area. 40 Students
from Std. 7" and 8" are selected. A consent is taken
from the parents of selected students through written
letters. These sessions are conducted every

Saturday and Sunday apart from the school hours.
Each session lasts for 2 to 3 hours. The session
starts with a Jnana Prabodhini padya (songs). After
completing the planned content, a worksheet based
on the same topic is given to solve. Students play
indoor and outdoor games. They also practice
Surya-Namaskar every Sunday. Pradnya Vikas
session ends with a prayer. Teachers then go for a
home visit. A parent-teacher meeting is conducted
once every 6 months. Parents are requested to send
their children to the sessions regularly. Their
progress is also discussed. Students are guided till
Std. 10th. Career counseling is also provided after
Std. 10th.
» Structure

The teachers are selected through an interview
process. A team of 5 teachers, a project lead, a
project guide and an office assistant is there. A few
college students join voluntarily.

Main Component Regular content

Newly Added Content No. of Sessions

Development

Study Skills Listening skills, Reading skills, Writing Speech Reading, Writing, 30
skills, Comprehension reading, Comprehension, Taking Notes
Rearrangement, Self opinion writing

Congnitive Problem Solving,Arithmetic operations Intellectual games, Memory games, 08

Thinking abilities

Personality Presentation skills, Physical Development | Self Management 07
Development

Scientific Observation skills, Science Day, Scientific | Science Exhibition 08
Development concepts, Practical skills

Life Skills Yoga Day, Rakhi making, Cultural activities| Cloth, Weaving, Soil Work, 14

Purchase and sale transactions

Special Acitivites
Workshops

Reading Inspiration Day, National Day,

23

Total 90
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» Home Visits

The parents of students attending classes
regularly were visited at their homes. During this
visit, the students' progress in their studies was also
discussed. Also, difficulties of the students who are
absent for the classes regularly are understood and
discussed a few solutions to their problems. The
students were also appealed to attend the classes
regularly.
» Other Special Activities during the year

During the year, World Yoga Day,
Gurupournima, Independence Day, Republic Day,
Rakshabandhan, Reading Inspiration Day,
Children's Day, Constitution Day, Diwali Snacks,
Good Luck Ceremony for Std. 10" students we
celebrated, Camp and Trip were organized.

» Teachers' Training

A training session based on the planned
content of at least 3 hours is conducted every
Thursday. The material for students is provided
during the training session. Record keeping method
is also a part of the training. The monthly report is to
be submitted during the training.

Centre-wise numbers of students

area and the struggles for the business.
» Summer Camp

The main topic of the camp was Art this year.
A 4-days camp was conducted at all the 5 centers in
April 2024. 120 students participated in the camp. A
historical trip to Fort Purandar in Pune district was
organized for the students attending summer camp.
87 students and 10 teachers and volunteers
participatedin the trip.

> Notable Achievements

= FIDA Scholarship - 4 of the 10" pass out girl
students from Pradnya Vikas program had
applied this year. 2 out of them were selected for
the interview. Juhana Shaikh - Hadapsar is
selected for the scholarship through an interview
process.

% Shalu Vishwakarma, an alumni of Janta
Vasahat is selected in DROP ROBALL
competition at the national level.

% Pradnya Vikas class 10th board exam result

forthe year 2023-24 has been 100%. 31 students
from the old slums appeared for the 10" board
exam.

Meghana Kaludas Khandve - Keshav nagar,
90.20%, First Rank

Vaishnavi Kailas Bhorekar - Janta Vasahat,
75%, First Rank

Sayyad Nabisaheb Ayan - Hadapsar, 80.80%,
First Rank

% Vaishnavi Pawar received a Bharat Ratna
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad scholarship from Pune
Municipal Corporation.

No. Name of the Centre No. of Students

1. | Community Center, Keshv Nagar 54

2. | Mahatma Phule Vasahat, Hadapsar 45

3. | Janta Vasahat, Parvati Base 48

4. | Gurudatta Vasahat, Dattawadi 40

5. | Ramnagar, Warje Malwadi 33
Total 220

» Application Experience -Field Visit
1. Administrative office - Police Chowkiin the area
2. Historical place - Kesari Wada, Lal Mahal
3. Historical exhibition - Exhibition of coins and
currency notes
4. Premises visit - Plant Plateau Structure

Field visits were organized at these places.
Students observed many things during these field
visits. Students collected information by preparing a
questionnaire themselves and asking questions
during the visits.
» Interview of a seller from the area

In the class, students were explained what is

an interview, important points while taking an
interview etc. The students prepared group-wise
questionnaires. With the help of this interview,
students also came to know about the seller's
business, his financial condition, environment in the

Struggle for Education

Ms. Vaishnavi Balaji Pawar, from Pradnya
Vikas in Janta Vasahat used to attend the classes
regularly. Her father completed her secondary
education and her mother was unable to continue
studies. Her father drives an auto rikshaw. They face
financial challenges. She always tried to be the best
in the Pradnya Vikas class. Positive changes were
observed in her personality since she attended the
classes regularly. She also takes responsibility of her
younger siblings. By overcoming adversity, with
relentless efforts she has scored 85% marks in the
10" board exam of the year 2022-23. This is due to
her development in Pradnya Vikas class. She
studied in PMC school of Janta Vasahat from std. 1*
to 8" and completed her std. 9" and 10" from Renuka
Swaroop highschool. She motivates other students
from her area to attend the classes and also helps
during the Pradnya Vikas classes. All the best to
Vaishnavi for her future success and better future!
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4. Vikas Mitra
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Project 'Vikas Mitra' specially designed for the rural part of Velha
taluka near Pune! The purpose of the project is to provide quality
educational inputs to students in rural areas. Study skills, Science
skills, Personality Development skills and National Consciousness
is the set framework for this project. 'Pradnya Vikas' is a special
input which delivers topics like Leadership Development and Team
building skills to the students selected through proper testing
process. Improving the quality of education, with the help of local
catalysts in the rural areas is the key feature of Project 'Vikas Maitra'!
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Project Vikas Mitra was executed during
2019 and 2023 with the financial support from Bajaj
Auto Ltd. with the purpose of providing quality
educational inputs and improving the educational
environment for the students in Velha taluka. In the
second stage of this project, we focused on Study
skills, Science skills, Personality Development skills
and National Consciousness.

As a part of the project, weekly sessions were
conducted during the last year on a regular basis.
Also Pradnya Vikas Program was planned for 150
students selected through testing process. Trainers'
training, various competitions and special activities

(art, craft, trip) were planned as well.

> Sessions at school level

As a part of Project Vikas Mitra, 1800 weekly
sessions of 1.5 hours each based on different
subjects of the set curriculum were conducted for
1700 students on a regular basis. Sessions were
conducted at the school level for 60 classes across
40 primary and secondary schools. Regular
sessions were conducted for 900 students in 40
classes across 32 primary schools and 900 students
in 20 classes across 9 secondary schools. Following
subjects were taught in these regular sessions.

Subject

Areas

Regular - Study skills

Mathematics, Environmental Study, Science, Study steps

Science skills

Dictation, Listening skills, Revision, Doubts, Reading skills, Observation,
Measurement, Classification, Analysis, Comprehension, Memory, Speaking
skills, 3D technology, Thinking abilities, Computers, Maps

Personality Development

Competition, Art, Good touch - Bad touch, Self awareness, Physical
development, Mental development, Social development

New Addition -
National Consciousness

National Challenges, Introduction to culture of Bharat

» Shikshandoot Training Sessions
¢ Primary School Shikshandoot Training

A group of 25 young women was working for
the primary section. Special sessions were planned
for them not only for delivering project content but
also for teaching methodologies and personality
development. 10 such training sessions were
conducted.

s Secondary School ShikshandootTraining

A group of competitive exam aspirants from
Jnana Prabodhini's Competitive Exams Center,

Pune were the ones who conducted weekly sessions
in secondary schools. Around 20 people participated
in the project.

» Shikshandoot Sahdhyay Day

15 Shikshandoots working on the project
experienced a 2-day visit at Alibaug and Murud
Janijira on 4th and 5th November. They enjoyed new
experiences like going to the sea, residential trips,
sightseeing etc.
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» Material for students

As a part of the project, during the
educational year, students were provided with
reading and observation activity books, rakhi making
material, diyas and diya painting material, scientific
experiments material, Chhatra Prabodhan editions,
special calendar and card sheets.

» Shikshandoot

Young women from the rural areas play an
important role along with the students in Project
Vikas Mitra. While many women still can't express
themselves at home, all our members confidently
mentor the students. Many of the members are even
working with us for the last 4-5 years. Many of the
members are also completing their own education.
All these individuals are respectfully treated at their
workplaces and houses due to this project work.
They are also called for help by various school
teachers. Project Vikas Mitra is helping develop the
personality of these members.

We have 30 such members today. 5-6 of
them got connected with the project as students and
now they are working as shikshandoots.

In the process of improving the educational
environment in all these villages, the shikshandoots
are participating well and also improving their own
lives.

» Competitions

In order to increase the students' interest in
reading, Vachakveer competition was conducted.
During the year, students were expected to read at
least 200 pages and to note down the important
points. Students responded really well to this
competition. This has sparked an interest in reading
among many students.

» Pradnya Vikas Program

This program was conducted for around 150
students to promote the all-round development of
high potential students in the taluka, to foster social
awareness among those students, to enhance their
leadership qualities, and to encourage them to take
the initiative to improve the quality of the sessions in
their school.

» Vikas Mitra Film

To differently document the 4-year project, a
film was shot at various places. Students, teachers,
Shikshandoots and coordinators were interviewed. A
10-min film depicting the project was created.

OO
Pt el
(Scan the QR code 33-&-;*‘%&;
to watch the film.) ¥z -ﬁ;“ &
@Gk

Vikas Mitra (Pradnya Vikas)

Pradnya Vikas program was conducted
to promote the all-round development of high
potential students in the rural areas, to foster
social awareness among those students, and to
enhance their leadership qualities.

2 separate workshops for selected students
from primary and secondary sections were
conducted. Experts provided guidance in these
workshops. Also, separate sessions for primary
and secondary sections covering Vidyavrat,
Vidyarambh, English language, Group activities,
and reading were conducted in each of these

workshops.
Monologue

Among the topics newly added this year
of Self-Awareness, Classification Skills,
Measurement Skills, Good touch-Bad touch and
National Awareness, my favorite topic was
National Awareness. As a part of this topic, we
had to deliver the information and history of our
country along with the current affairs. | got to
learn a lot from this. For example, while
delivering it to the students through the training
sessions, | learnt about Ram Mandir
Pratishthapana, its history, why we are doing it
and its importance for us. While teaching about
'Good touch - Bad touch’, | realized that we don't
learn this anywhere else.

| got a chance to take the sessions in
Dapode school. Respected Headmaster always
attended my sessions. He never said no to those
sessions. He also suggested various topics to be
covered for the students. He confirmed that the
students completed the homework given by me
and suggested that | should make them
memorize the mathematical tables as the
students were weak in Mathematics. Through art
and craft, students got to learn and make
different things, which made them proficient.
Students also got to learn which all things can be
measured, how to measure them and what is the
quantity through Measurement Skills lectures.
Reading Skills sessions taught them the correct
way of reading.

- Pooja Pawar,
Shikshandoot,
Vikas Mitra
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5. Roha, Raigad - Project Trio
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For the overall development of schools in
rural areas of Roha Taluka, Shri Vivekanand
Research and Training Institute, Roha is helping
through Self Study Skills Development, Vikas Mitra

and Chhote Scientists projects.
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Project Vikas Mitra - Project Chhote Scientists - Self Study Skills Development

For the last few years, consistent work has
been done for the school students from Roha Taluka.
A slightly different approach was tried this year. It
was decided to implement the successful and useful
modules from 3 different projects for the school
students of various classes from Roha Taluka.

1. Project Vikas Mitra in RohaTaluka, has weekly
lectures for std. 5" to 7".

2. Project Chhote Scientists, monthly activity-based
lectures for std. 8" and 9".

3. Self-Study Skills Development training for std. 10"
students so that they can prepare better for the board
exams.

Strong local support was needed to

implement all these activities. Sampadatai Shirke
and Tejaltai Navashe, staying in Roha, accepted the
challenge. Experts from Pune also participated to
guide std. 10" students.

Not only lectures but a competition named V-
Solve for the selected students from the schools
participating in Chhote Scientists for the first time
was also conducted. Total 64 students participated in
this competition. Excel Company Secretary Mr.
Singhavi inaugurated the competition while the HR
Head of Anshul Company attended the conclusion.

We achieved educational investment for
1292 students from 16 schools. The details are
available in the table below.

Name of the Project Vikas Mitra Chhote Scientists Vedh Yashacha
Project (Std. 5" to 7") (Std. 8" and 9") (Std. 10")
No. of Schools 8 7 16
Participating
No. of Students 426 441 425

11 Pro+ 5G 20008
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8. Vikas Mitra : Padsare, Raigad
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Sakharshala started from the 100 days school
project of Jnana Prabodhini. The original project
started in this Ashramshala at Padsare. In order to
improve the education for quality of students from the
rural tribal areas of Sudhagad taluka, monthly camps
were conducted for students of classes 5 to 10 at the
government-aided residential Ashramshalain Padsare.
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» Padsare, Raigad : Project Vikas Mitra

Jnana Prabodhini, Educational Activity
Research Centre, Pune, Shapoorji Pallonji Ltd.
Mumbai and AFCONS Ltd. Mumbai jointly
conducted Vikas Mitra Project in Ashramshala at
Padsare. 8 workshops of 2-days per month were
conducted as a part of this project. Students
enthusiastically participated in the activities like
Study Skills, Life Skills, Basic Science Skills,
National Integrity, Understanding Scientific
Concepts through practicals, Rakhi making with
craft, Diya painting, Lantern making etc. All the
participants were provided with 1-page books and
bimonthly editions of Chhatra Prabodhan. The tests
were conducted for these students before and after
the workshops and it was observed that linguistic

abilities and creativity were improved.

A one-day science training camp was
conducted in the officer's office of Shapoorji Pallonji
Ltd. Mumbai, AFCONS Ltd., Mumbai to better
understand the scientific concepts. All the 20
members then visited Ashramshala at Padsare and
taught different scientific concepts to various groups
of students. On the occasion of National Science
Day on 28" February, groups of students confidently
presented scientific experiments. The first 3 groups
were felicitated with prizes.

The pre and post-workshop tests suggest
that the writing skills, vocabulary, comprehension,
and creative writing skills were improved in the
primary and secondary students at Padsare, due to
the activities carried out under Vikas Mitra.

Primary School Students Pre and Post Workshop Test Results

W PreTest [ Post Test
4 3.66

Wiriting Skills Vecabulary

Comprehension Creativity

Secondary School Students Pre and Post Workshop Test Results
M PreTest [l Post Test

Writing Skills Vocabulary

Comprehension Creativity

Araa
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7. Self-Study Skills Training

Self-study Skills Training workshops were organized for std. 10" students. The sessions for finalizing
the goal, planning skills, making notes, preparing for the exam etc. were conducted. 425 students from 16
schools in Roha, 115 girl students from Maharshi Karve Stri Shikshan Sanstha of Pune and 50 students from
CASP participated in these sessions. We could reach the students regularly and more frequently due to the
participation of local Shikshandoots.

A Geometric 3D Model is a true test of precise
measurement and imagination! One should achieve
the skill of imagining how an object would look from
all the sides and visualizing the structure of the
object. One can design 3D models by precise use of
geometric modeling and other skills. In this
workshop, students easily make simple models like
cube, hexahedron as well as complex models like
dodecahedrons. The students start thinking about
how the model would look like right from drawing the
figure. Along with the geometry learned in school,
children enjoy creating additional designs and
achieving precision.

Total 17 students of std. 7" to 9" attended a 3-
day workshop between 13" and 15" January 2024 at
Mahesh Balbhavan, Kothrud, Pune.
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9. Gyan Setu
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Science and Mathematics workshops are
conducted in the secondary schools of remote
areas in different states through the Gyan Setu
Project. The main purpose of this project is that
the college students should experience National

Integrity through exposure visit!
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Science workshops are conducted by the
college volunteers in the secondary schools in
remote areas in different states through the Gyan
Setu Project. The purpose of this project is that the
college students should experience National

Details of different state visits during the past
year under Gyan Setu Project

Integrity through exposure visits. We could reach a
total of 8403 students from 113 schools in 6 states
through 86 college volunteers. The project received
a CSR donation from Bloom Combustion Pvt. Ltd.

» Training and Content Development
For the group of college students visiting

other states as Gyan Setu volunteers had to undergo
Total No. of -d ; traini ksh Al
State / UT Place Students a one-day science training workshop. Also, a
workshop for 'Fun with Mathematics' was conducted
Jammu- Kupwada 150 this_ Ygar. A training about how to conduct an
Kashmi Udh ] exhibition of 'Know Our Country' was also arranged.
ashmir ampur Jammu This included introduction to different Indian states
Samba through the charts and games/puzzles depicting
Kathua 2090 their food and travel industries, festivals,
Bhaderwah language(s), nllc.knames for the states etc. After the
volunteers' training, they as a group had to perform
Poonch 55 demo sessions for students across different areas of
Total 2295 Pune City.
Assam Silchar 700 » National Integrity Tour
Gyan Setu and Fergusson College National
Golaghat 800
.0 g Service Scheme (NSS) jointly conducted the
Dibrugarh 892 National Integrity Tour. 16 volunteers and 2 teachers
Dibrugarh, Tinsukia 2045 from Fergusson College along with 2 Gyan Setu
Total 4437 members visited Assam (Dibrugarh) and Arunachal
o o Pradesh (Roing and Teju). As a part of this tour,
Meghalaya
N 9 I Z Khasi Hills, Jayantia Hills 534 Science Workshop, Fun with Mathematics and an
agalan Jaluki - B 385 exhibition called 'Know Our Country' was conducted
Chattisgarh | g, kama 190 for 1454 students across 19 schools. A cultural event
Arunachal Roing, Teju 562 was organized just after the exhibition. Also a few
Pradesh - meetings with locals and ingtitutional visits were
arranged to understand the region better.
Total 8403 > 'Melawa' on 15" August

Almost 100 college students attended the
'Melawa' arranged on 15" August 2023. It included
exhibitions related to North-East states, Jammu-
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Kashmir, Orissa and Chhattisgarh. The information
related to the culture, traditions, life, biodiversity,
festivals etc. of these states were depicted in the
exhibition. Also, as a part of cultural events,
volunteers visiting Jammu-Kashmir and
Chhattisgarh presented tribal culture by performing a
dance on tribal songs. Ms. Sai Vibhuti presented a
song 'Sheesh Uthaye Khada Himalay'. Respected
Mr. Waman Parkhi (Ex-IRS and partner, Indirect Tax
KPMG, India) graced the occasion as a chief guest
and talked about 'Future direction'. To conclude, Mr.
Amar Paranjpe (Deputy Head of the Department)
motivated the volunteers for the successful Gyan
Setujourney.

» Volunteers' Participation after the Tour

After visiting Jammu-Kashmir and
Chhattisgarh this year, 5 of the volunteers invariably
thought of new ideas and organized activities to
communicate with the college students and to plan
for different sessions for the volunteers. They also
trained the new volunteers for surveys, Interview
Techniques and State Presentations. Other than
that, an exhibition called 'Know Our Country' was
organized in Pune city and surrounding areas. This
activity was jointly conducted with Vikas Mitra in
Velha taluka and Pradnya Vikas in slum areas of
Pune city. Total 12 sessions were conducted across
different places wherein the volunteers provided

information about food, festivals, tourism, languages
and geographical diversity in India to the students.

« Chida Hoy!! =

In June 2023, | got a chance to learn Science in Ajabu Care Foundation (ACF) from Jaluki Bi in
Nagaland through Gyan Setu. We had to teach in English and were not sure if they would understand
what we were talking about or not. During the first lecture, | started the water tornado experiment and
asked the children if they could see the bottle in my hand. The children unanimously answered “Yes!”,
which made me very happy thinking that they were understanding what | was saying. Then | asked
“What is the color of the water in this bottle?” | was expecting “Red” but the children again answered
“Yes!”. | was confused if the students understood me or not. So | asked their teacher if she could check
with the students in Nagamese if they understand or not. On this, she looked at me and said “Yes!”. |
started feeling tense by the thought that | had to conduct 10 more lectures during the next 5 days.
Looking at the tension visible on my face, she said, “Yes, | will ask them”. She asked the students loudly
“Chida Hoy” (“Do you understand?”). On this, students unanimously replied “No!”

We then found a way out that we would teach in English and the teacher would translate the
same to Nagamese for the students. At the end of a 6-days workshop, when the same teacher asked
“Chida Hoy!” (“Do you understand?”), the students replied “Yes”. The “No” on day 1 was converted to
“Yes” and | feel that was the real success of Gyan Setu and us, which wasn't possible without the help of
ACF teachers.

- Mr. Anuj Bharadwaj
FY MSC, Fergusson College, Pune.
Member of the Center, Gyan Setu Volunteer

Feedback

I highly appreciate today's workshop at 'jatiyavidyalaya, Tinsukia,’
sripuria, conducted by 'Gyansetu' volunteers from Pune, Maharashtra.

The teaching and learning techniques of the group members are
excellent and interesting. I believe today's workshop will help the students and
inspire them to think and act innovatively to achieve their goals in their future
lives. I sincerely offer my best wishes to all group members for successfully
conducting the workshop.

Thanking you.

Scan the QR code
to experience Gyan Setu

Dr. Deba Bora in the form of videos.

Principal - Jatiya Vidyalaya, Sripuria - Tinsukia.
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10. Prerana Setu
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Apart from traditional career options, students are
exposed to many new areas of career. Experts share the
required skill sets for these careers. These sessions helped
the students to explore different career opportunities. The
interaction between the speaker and the students is the most
interesting part of Prerana Setu talks, as this helps to break
students' hesitation and express themselves about their
future. This motivates students to think about new career
areas as per theirinterest and abilities.

(2 M 2 M M Y M 2 M M 2 M i 2 M 2 M M 2 M 2 M M M 2 M 2 M 2 M 2 2 2 2 i 2 M 2 M 2 M M M 2 M 2 M 2 )

JPEARC in collaboration with JPF-USA
conducts the program Prerana Setu under which
motivational talks are arranged weekly for students
from different states of India. The experts from
different fields share their journeys, challenges and
their inspirations to the 8" and 9" std. students
through an online platform.

In the year 2023-24, Prerana Setu conducted

the theme “Corporate Leadership”. 105 students
from 21 schools across Assam, Arunachal Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Goa and Karnataka
participated in the sessions. Experts from different
parts of the world shared their remarkable journey in
the corporate sector and their own businesses. They
also introduced students to formal educational
institutes for huge careers.

Date Speaker Topic
23/07/2023 Mr. Akhil Shah (Sr. Consultant of Cognizant) Role and opportunities
of Software Consultant
06/08/2023 Mr. Ajay Diwan (General Manager, Financial Higher Education opportunities
Reporting and Compliance, RAK Ceramics, UAE in Commerce, the Exams
conducted for the same and
Nature of work
27/08/2023 Mrs. Varsha Kher Leadership qualities on
Corporate World
03/09/2023 Mrs. Apurva Joshi (Head, Technology and Due Forensic Accouting
Diligence Practice of Riskpro Management
Consulting Private Ltd.)
17/09/2023 Conclusion of above sessions - Presentation
by the students
24/12/2023 Mr. Kedar Renge Automotive Engineering
07/01/2024 Mrs. Sayali Phadnis Opportunities and Challenges
in the field of Environment
21/01/2024 Mr. Dhruv Sangvikar Software Engineering

LearnEng Project -

= New Additions in 2024-25 ::

From the academic year 2024-25, Jnana Prabodhini Educational Activity Research Centre and
Deshpande Education Trust, Hubballi, Karnataka are jointly conducting a new project called LearnEng
in seven schools across Velhe and Panshet regions. The project will be implemented with the aim of
learning English language and building self-confidence as well as developing other life skills necessary
in the era of globalization. Well-trained teachers and daily intervention will be the specialty of the
LearnEng project. 262 students from Std. 6" and 7" will participate in this level system-based project.

Educational Activity Research Centre Annual Report 2023-24 / 20




11. Ganit Prabhutva Examination
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Our department is going to coordinate the
Ganit Prabhutva exam with the Pune Jilha Ganit
Adhyapak Mandal from this year. This two-level
exam is one the most challenging ones for those

who love Mathematics!
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Pune Jilha Ganit Adhyapak Mandal has been
organizing the Ganit Pravinya - Pradnya / Prabhutva
exam for the last 40 years. From this year, the
department has undertaken the responsibility of
jointly coordinating this exam. It's not just one of
those many extra-curricular exams in today's era.
The number of exams for Mathematics are already
few, and exams requiring solving mathematical
problems instead of multiple-choice questions
among them are rare! The exam tests how the
student solves the mathematical problems stepwise
manner. This approach makes the exam
challenging.

In just a few efforts, more than 40 schools
have had their students appear for the exam. 58
students from 35 schools also registered individually.

885 students from Std. 5" and 500 students from Std.
8th appeared for the first level exam conducted on
17" December 2023. It was conducted across 9
locations in Pune city, Pimpri, Baramati, Velha,
Indapurand Narayagaon.

121 students scoring more than 75 marks in
that exam appeared for the level 2 exam on 25"
February 2024. The prize distribution ceremony for
this exam was held on 14" April. Total 73 students
were awarded cash prizes, certificates and medals.
Prof. Dr. Vinay Kumar Acharya,Fergusson College
graced this ceremony as a chief guest.

It is certain that in the coming years,
Prabodhini's connection with the group of students
and teachers who are interested in learning and
teaching practical Mathematics will strengthen.

** Bhavitavya Lekh : 2022-2032 =&

> Objective 1
To expand the set of experience sets and educational structures/systems developed and
established by Jnana Prabodhini for concept-based teaching, to other educational institutions
across the country.

> Objective 2
To plan the set of experience sets and educational structures developed and established by Jnana
Prabodhini, including Personality Development, Skill-based training, PradnyaVikas and Leadership
Development for the groups of students across different geographical / economical / social fields for
their overall development.

> Objective 3
To conduct educational experiments for social awareness, nurturing and motivational awakening.

> Objective 4
To expand the educational experiments developed and established by Jnana Prabodhini across
other educational institutions for pre-primary and primary education.

> Objective 5

To expand the communicative, institutional and organizational development of the department by
increasing the quality of daily work.
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Educational Activity Research Centre -

Structure and Statistical Summary

The formal educational framework of Jnana
Prabodhini is experimenting in the educational field
with the aim of nation-building through man making.
In these educational structures, projects are
designed and proved by prioritizing not just content
but also the process and contextual learning. The

expansion of experiments within formal educational
frameworks is working to enrich the educational
process across the country through 'Education
Expansion Directives," with 'Educational Activity
Research Centre' being a significant component of
this effort.

The statistical summary of total number of students, schools and volunteers for
Educational Activity Research Centre for the year 2023 - 24 is given below.

Nalrane of the P”:ns‘?:)y 4(%“. F;gids e5(‘:“°tr:)d;‘:)y ?:s:f(? nsg‘atrg Number of ((:: grlli%%?“l,
roject Regular Regular 10") Regular Schools Volunteers
Students Students Students
Anubhav Shala 91 90 - - -
Pradnya Vikas - 211 113 2 7
Vikas Mitra, Velha - 970 870 40 40
Roha - 400 415 14 2
Padsare - 150 150 1 25
Ganit Prabhutva - (885) (500) - -
Prerana Setu - - 105 21 -
Chhote Scientists - 38066 53083 871 1134
Gyan Setu - (9348) - 111 109
Self Study - - 115 - -
Total 91 39887 54851 - -
(9233) (500) - -
91 49120 55351 1060 1317

(Numbers in the bracket indicate the number of participants for particular
the event / occasional participants)

% Other States - 10

Chhote Scientists

Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh, Rajasthan,

Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Telangana

GyanSetu

Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Chattisgarh,

Arunachal Pradesh, Jammu-Kashmir

Educational Activity Research Centre
Scan the QR code

Indtahandle
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s Mitra (Pradnya Vikas) - SWOT analysis session

= == gk

Vika

Pradnya Vikas - 3D Model made Pradnya Vikas - Janata Vasahat, Parvati, Pradnya Vikas - Republic Day -
during the camp Field Visit, Kesari Wada In Cultural Program -

Ramnagar, Warje

= | &

Vikas Mitra (Prajna Vikas)- Chart Making - An ideal village
T B R

5 I;!.t Toizn a, of
Anubhav Shala - Planning the annual work ~ Pradnya Vikas, Trip to Purandar - anuphay Shala - Republic Day Competition
at Teacher's Training Students from all 5 centers Prize Distribution - Community Center,

Keshvnagar



A

Vikas Mitra, Padsare Ashramshala - Lantern Making

Vikas Mitra, Padsare Ashramshala - Understanding Math concepts through activities

. ’ = ‘I iy _“_. ) - 2, ; .;I. '

o

Gyan Setu - Vidyandoot conducting
Science Experiments - Assam

Gyan Setu - Cultural Program (Traditional
Local dress) - Nagaland

Gyan Setu - Independence Day -
Visit by Dr. Vaman Parkhi, JPP Alumini

Shaikshanik Upkram Sanshodhika

Qualities of a Jnana Prabodhini

i e | Address : 510, Sadashiv Peth, Pune 411 030.
ccountant
- Phone : 020-24207209 / 9022476146

Detail Qriented Approach

gt o https://www.jpearc.org/

Listening Skills

Creative Thinking f Probiem Spiving i ;
https://www.earc.jnanaprabodhini.org

Skills

Comman 5ense, Anaiytical Shiks

MAFORENSIC
Prerana Setu - Session on Forensic Accounting
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